
Reading at Home with your Year 4 Child  

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Expectations: 

By Year 4, pupils should be able to independently, fluently and enthusiastically read books 

written at an age-appropriate interest level. They should be able to read them accurately 

and at a speed that allows them to focus on understanding what they have read, rather 

than on decoding individual words. They should be able to decode most new words 

outside of their spoken vocabulary, making a good attempt at the word’s pronunciation. 

As their decoding skills become secure, efforts should be made to introduce children to 

new words, which will increase their vocabulary. This should be done through discussion 

and by introducing children to a wide range of texts, including stories, poems, plays and 

non-fiction pieces on a wide range of subjects. Children in Year 4 should be securing the 

skill of reading silently to themselves. 

 

What can you do to support your child at home? 

 Give your child access to lots of books on many different topics and by a wide range of 

authors who write in different styles. You could borrow a range of books for free from 

your local library. 

 Encourage your child to attempt to pronounce new words they see in the environment 

around them. Discuss tricky parts and model the correct way.  

 Broaden the vocabulary you use when speaking to your child and be prepared to clarify 

the meaning of a wider range of words.  

 Encourage your child to read silently to themselves but check their understanding of 

what they have read after doing so. 

 

  



Questions to ask your child: 

 


